
Babylonian Talmud: Tractate Baba
ezila

Baba Mezi'a 59a

Better it is for man to cohabit with a doubdul married woman' rather than that
he should publicly shame his neighbour. Whence do we know this? - From
what Raba expounded, viz., What is meant by the Yerse, But in mine adversity
they rejoiced and gather€d themselves together...they did tear me, and ceased

not?: David exclaimed before the Holy One, blessed be He, 'Sovereign of the

Universe! Thou knowest full well that had they tom my flesh, my blood would
nol have poured forth to the earth.r Moreover, when they are engaged in
studying "Leprosies" and "Tents'4 they jeer at me, sayinS, "David! what is th€

death penalty of him who seduces a married woman?" I reply to them, "He is
executed by strangulation, yet has h€ a portion in the world to come. But he

who publicly puts his neighbour to shame has no portion in the world to
come."':

Mar Zutra b. Tobiah said in Rab's name - others state, R. Hana' b. Bizna said

in the name of R. Simeon the pious - others again state, R. Johanan said on
the authority of R. Simeon b. Yohai: Better had a man throw himself into a
fiely furnace than publicly put his neighbour to shame. Whence do we know it?

- From Tamar.r For it is written, when she was brought forth, she sent to her
father-inl aw fetcl.c

R. Hanina, son of R. Idi, said: What is meant by the verse, Ye shall not wrong
one another ['amitho]? - Wrong not a people that is with you in leaming and
good deeds.'

Rab said: One should always be heedful of wronging his wife, for since her
tears axe frequent she is quickly hufi.!

R. Eleazar said:" Since the destruction of the Temple, the gates of prayer are

locked, for it is wrillen, Also when I cry out, he shutteth out my prayer.!, Yet
though the gates of prayer a.e locked, the gates of tears are not, for it is
wrixen, Heur my prayer, O lnrd, and giNe eat u.nlo tny cry; how not thy pedte
at my lears.\)

Rab also said: He who follows his wife's counsel will descend! into Gehenna,
for it is written, But there was none like unto Ahab [which did sell himself to
work wickedness in the sight of the Lord, whom Jezebel his wife stirred
upl.t R. papa objected to Abaye: But people say, If your wife is short, bend



down and hear her whisper! - There is no difficulty: the one refers to general

matters: the othet to household affairs." Another version: the one refers to

religious matters, the oth€r to secular questions'

R. Hisda said: AII gates are locked, excepting the gates lthrcugh which pass the

cries ofl wrong [ona'ah], for it is wdtten, Behold the Lord stood by a wall of
rvrongs, and in his hand were fhe wrongs.T R. Eleazar said: All leviU is

punished through an agent, excepting wrong, for it is written, And in his hard

were the wrongs.!' R. Abbahu said: There are three [evils] before which the

CurtainD is not closed: overreaching, robbery and idolatry' Overreaching' for it
is v,,ritten, and in his hand was the oveffeaching. Robbery, because it is written,

Robbery and spoil are heard in her; they are before me continually.?o Idolaty,
for it is written, A people that provoketh me to anget continually before my

face; [that sacrificetb - sc. to idols - in gardens, and bumeth incense upon

altars of brickl.'

Rab Judah said: One should always tak€ heed that there be com in his house;

for strife is prevalent in a house only on account of com [food], for it is written'
He maketh peace in thy borders: he filleth thee with the fin€st of the

wheat.a Said R. papa, Hence the P.overb; When the barley is quite gone from

the pitcher, stife comes knocking at the doorf R. Hinena b papa said; C)ne

should always take heed that there be com in his house, because Islael were

ca.lled poor only on account of [the lack ofl com, for it is said, And so it was

when Isra€l had sown etc., and it is further wriften, And th€y [sc. the Midianites

and the Amalekitesl encamped against them, [and destroyed the increase of the

earthl, whilst this is followed by, And lsrael was greatly impoverished because

of the Midianites.:t

R. Helbo said: One must always observe the honour due to his wife, because

blessings rest on a man's home only on account of his wiie' for it is written,
And he treated Abram well for her sake.x And thus did Raba say to the

townspeople of Mahuzaf Honour your wives, that ye may be enriched.'

We leamt elsewhere: If he cut it into separate tiles, placing sand between each

tile: R. Eliezer declared it clean, and the Sages declared it unclean;
To Part b

O riginnl footnotes renumbercd. See StLcJueaJf lhefallnuLEilgf

E.g., one who $as freed witb a djvo{ce, as to the validiq of which doubls .rose
P3 XXXV ]5.
Because of the many insults I am made :o beat, which as stakd above. d.ain the flesi of i6 blood

Tri o tractaks in d,e si{h order of the Taimud, elled'Putity 'These,re tractates oi exlrene

difficulty and compl€xily, and hare no bearing upon aduhery or the dealh penalqr' Thus David

L
2.
3.
4.



cornplained thal eren wh€n engaged on iolaliy diflercn1 malters rvhich required a1i {hcir lhoughl'

thev vet diverted their attentjon in order to huniljate hin (Tos.f.) In Sa,nI. 1074 the reiding is

'riei tley are engaged in the sludy of lhe four modes of d€ath imsxed bt the cour!, elc

5. Now Bath Sh€ba was a doublful mamed woman, b€cause every soldier of David's army Sare his

w'fe a cotulitional divor€ befbre he left for the fron., to take rctrosPec!'ve effect t'om the time of
deliver, in case he $ as lost in ba$le. So that tvhen Davjd rook Balh Sheba i1 war doubliul wledrer

she i\ould prore a manied woman al the .ime or trot and David naidained thal his otfence sar

nor so gra\3 as that of his cornpaniolrs.

6. Ya.. k..: Huna.
7. ludnh's dauehter inlnw. qith $hom he unwittingl,! cohrbited. Subsequently, on her brc$b ol

ch.$tity beirg dislovered, he ordered her to be bumt, and only rescinded the order when shc

privately sent proof to him of his o$ n compliciry-: v. Gen )dXVIII
8. Ibid. 25. Sie left lt to hirn to confess bul did no! openiy accur hitn, choosi.g de3d rtthe' than

publicl) punrn! hirn ro th]me.
9. This is tday ot words on IHi ('his lellowman') reading it as nvo words, [H]' rhe 'people that is

ivith birn.'
10. Li1-, her wonAins is near;' a $ oman is rery sensjrile, and rherelore qurck 1c) teel and resenl a

Iun.
11. MS.M. 'For R. Elcaar said,' thc statemenr of R. Ele.ar being thus addcd in elucidation of Ralr's

dictunl.l
12. lnrn. III,8.
13. Ps. XXX{X. 13; the idea is thai rhe d€slruction of thc Temple may have made il morc difflcuk to

€ommud€ with Glxl, yel eamesl praye.lion the deptl$ of the hea.t is alsays accePaed

1,1. Lir.,'fall'.
15. I Kings. XXI,25;lhus Ahab's downfall is a-scrib€d lo his aclion in allo*ing hlmselfto be l€d

aitray bt Je7-ebel.

16. A man sfu'uld certainly consul! his irife on the lattet but not on thc former, - not a

disparag-ement of \tomanl h€r activities lying mainly in lhe home

17. lHl Amos Vil,7(E.V. 'plunbline') 'ts tE e conaecled with [ttl' bvefteaching', 'sronginS" i e,
God is always ready to plead the cause of one who hrs been $'ronged

18. Le., God in Frson punishes lhese.

19. The Curtain ofHeaven. IHiding. so to sp€nt, hunan lailings liom the Divine g^ze.l

20. Jer. VI,7.
21. lsa. LXV,3.
22. Ps. C)fl-VII,14: rhe l$'o halres of the verse are pa.,llel to each other'

23. L'1, house'.
24. Jud. VI,3,4,6.
25. Gen. XIi, 16.

?6. A large Jewish conmercjal lown, situale on the TiSris Raba had his academy lhete.

27. The foregoing passages are Instructir€ on the Talmudic attitrde to somen. Though tecognisin8

tlre evil infiuence 5 bad lvoman can wield uPon her husband, as evidenced by Anaband Jezebel,

ihese sayings breaihe a spirit oI tendemess and honour. As she is highi.".' sensinvc. lhe greatesl c8re

must be taken nol to wound her feeiings, and a husband must adapt himseii to his wife; tr'hilsl it is

€nphatically asserted thal prosP€rily in the home. as $ell as th€ blessings of home life' are toa

FEat exrenl dependenr upon her.



TMNSLATION AND COIIJMENTARY

Rabbi Eliezer d€€lales ihe resulting oven ritually pure
i.e., not susceptible to ritual impuriry - because

in hjs opinion the oven is no longer regarded as a

compleie utensil and is therefore no longer

LITERAI TRtr NSITIIIOI\
rRabbi Eliezer declares it ritually pure and the Sages

declare it ritually impure. l59BI And this is the oven
th.refore .teresr.d id any

advice th.t might mak. thed

sus€eprible to rirual impuriry
while the pieces have indeed
been joined together once
more. the oven is neve.theless
regarded as built ol b.oken
fragm€nis, and such a struclure
is not suscepUble to ritual
impurity. The sages, on the
olher hand, dectared it to be
sufllciendy r€consrructed to be
.itually impur€ - i.e., subject to
ritual impurity h thek opinion,
although the oven was recon
struckd from separate pieces.

i! is to be viewed as a repaired
and whole vessel. because oi
the clay that has been spread
over it on the outside. Nor
wthstanding the sand that
seParates its pieces, i! is a

singl€. whole unit. and is
susceptible lo r'tual impurity
Iike any other oven. I59Bl And
such an oven was called 'the

tr,8?t:!t ri]lr4 rt!:fy r31,
'llin x! n t59Bl .ttxllul!

'^xl?v tv
? rxl?y rxF,

rbxrnrp rp4 nTnl l't rp$r
,ir xlty? tr'-'lr:l r5ri7i' .?

.\ir\xEl,r,r
u'r :rv,;'r Elii'r inlx!" rxJ$l
E?iy]\t ni:rr.r/{r 9p rry'}y
I Eirf rE$5 .106';'1 1f1"7 xlr
i'r:l :lrfi ,rnlhl ir??4 tr)S'

lbipDF rr1:r r?y)' .'D,Jt'
v!r{ ? r-rnls'l - 4r\ il$n
fx' : lt 1'14S7 .irpI nixD
'tTn3 .'tr'rnit t): itlx'r lrxltn
,rnrlc! il)9n trx' ; trnt lbNl
nE{ ttrn .,rn'ft! ElDl nDx

rRav Yehudah said in the name
oi Shmuel: Because they en-
circled [him withl words like
this snake, and declared ii
ritually impure
nlt has been taught: "On that
day, Rabbi Eliezer us€d {lit.,
'replied ) aU the arguments (lrt,
tepli€s) in the world, bur lhey
did not acc€pt theml ftom him
sHe said to rhem, Ii the
Halakhah is in accoidance with
me, let !his carob tree prove

titl' 6The carob tree was
uprooted irom its Place one

hundred cubits - and some say
four hundred cubj6lTThey said

!o himj 'One does- not bring
prool lrom a carob tree. rHe

then said to them: 'lf the Hala-
khah is in accordance with me.

Iet the channel ol water prove

litl'The cha nnel oi water turned

'xD! tE r D rh. o".. o.
Athnai An oven ol Akhnai

Oased on an oven tound in
Maeda) Accordins ro tubbi
Eliezer. it such an ov.n was

cut jnto pieces honzo.tallY
(.f the lin.s in rhe Li'

lusraliJn). ir cNld nor be

come susc.ptibh ro .itual
inpurry evcn if th. pie.cs
wcre later ccmenrcd roScthe.

xl?! s.ak.. rhis is rhe

Arahaic form of ln. c.frk
word ;rq or tr15vo, dchn or
echldnr, mcaniru'soake,"
"viper" sohc anrhon .s b€

Irev. thrr Akhnai was rhe
name of th. man who made

rh. oven (toelor and orhe6)
scveEl peoPl. mcnlioncd in
rhc sourc.s bear this hame,

.specjally in rhe lorh .lEent
in Erctz lsrael, Ha\hi@i
(riJtJnJ According lo thh
inl.eretatjon, the wo.ds ol
rhe cemara hce ar. a hom
il.ric addtioo, indicalng thar

lhc name or the oven was

oven otAkhnai."'{Akhndi m€ans a twe olsnak€ )

'nly 'xf tltre cemara asks what is "Alhnai"?
why was rhe oven named aner a snake?

;nln, :1 rpr5 rthe Cemara repli€s Rav Yehudah
said in the nahe of Shnuel The Mishnah is hinting
a! the fierce argum€nl between Rabbi Elie2er and &e
sages, described in the Baraila below. The Rabbis
who disputed P.abbi Eliezels view enMn.d Rabbi

Eliezcr with words, like a snake Mappjng ils€lf
around its pr€y, and they succeeded in having rhe oven decla.ed rilually imp'r.e.

xJf aThe delails of the dispure we.e taughr in the lollowing Baraita: 'on that day, Rabbi Eliezer used alt
the arguments in lhe world. He produced powerful argunents to juslry his position that ihe oven should be
considered unreconslructed and not susceptible lo ritual impunry But the Sages did not accept his arguments,
and insisled tha! the oven was susceptible !o ritual impunty 'After RabbL Eliezer saw that he was not able
to persuade his colleagues wirh logical argumenrs, he said to them: llthe Halathah is i. accordance with me,

let this carob tree prove it'6rhe carob tr€e immediately uprooted ilsela and moved one hundred cubits - and
some say four hun&ed cubils - lrom its original plac€. TThe Sages said to him: ?roolcannot be brought ftom
a carob Eee.'sRabbi Eliezer then said to the Sasesr llthe Halakhah ls in accordance wiih m€, let the channel
of warer provc it lhe €hannel ol water immediately nowed backward, against the drr€ction in wh'ch ir usually

RASHI

t) lr, ,l'ri 6!i DtD '!) l't! - r rb rltlrx rlr
- Itxbub D!E:,nr .n6rl9 DrpD 16r onr6 '!>r o')!r
DlttP IJD o'rt, r'n bn)! oiDtJ rbt .Dl,'lD )Dr '16?
b!6 .D')!hrr |,lrrp 16r) llrrJ i)$t ,i!rl! r'r n0rrr
Dlon Dr)'r! rJi5 p"?' ,trn ,, fi nrn ,i, DEl, nlt
- !t{t5r .trlu Di p'rD'j !'}p'! 

'j 
lDlt!} $j, }! t)p

.rt lri Dr D)rn' ir!r.:l: orrg rr.l.l .ror

NOTES
xt?!l D,t}ll i!'PnV' B€caus€ they entwined him wilh Elicze! vas unable to retute thei. objecrioE (Robr.nu
words like a snake. lust as a snake wlnds itseLl lound ils Nlssih cdon).

Prey and does not p€rmit it to escape. so too the sages DIDI nEal lrr?The carob tree andthe channeloiwatel
oltered such cogent proof of then vi.w?oint thar F€bbi lhe.onmentabrs explain that Cod pedorms mnacbs for
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598 BAVA METZIA f,"y uJ

rrf9x t:l Rlbb el€zer
wh.n Ih! namc 'Rabbi Eli-
€z.r o.cuB tn lhe Taldud
l4thoul , pavonrmi. it tei.E
ro Rabbi ELi.z ben Hrrcanus

lako known 5 R.bbi Ehezer
rh. crear) sho was otre !f
rhe re;ding s.hola6 in rhc
p.nod anlr rhe denrudron.r

Rabbi Elrzer was born ro a

wcal.h, family or cvites,
whi.h r.a(ed it5 d6cenr back
to Mose5 Rabbj Eliezer besa.
nudyingTorah lale in lif., but
qurc*ly becam. an ourtrand
ing and beloved dis.iPLe ol
ebba. Yohanan ben zaktai
lndced Rabban Yohanan re

ma*ed rhalir all rh. sages

of l5rael rv.re on one side of
rhe s.ae and Er€2 ben

Htfcanc o. rhe other, he

wolld ourweish rhcm ai "
Rabbr Elkzer was knoM for
hG rema*able m.mory, and
was lam.d fo. IaithluLly re

poding and following the

kad ions or othc6 Mrhout
au.nng rh.n He himselr
lea..d rorards rhe !j.*s ol
Ber Shamnai evcn rhough he

srud'cd with Rabban Yohanan
ben zakkai, who was a

follos.r of Ber Sillel Rabbi

Elieze.s pnn.ipal oppon.n!
Rabbi Yehoshua b.n Haian
yah gencrrlly rollowd the
u.ws otBcr ill.l, and many
basic lralakhi. dispures bc

rwc.n rh.s! scholac are

B€cause of h6 naun.h and
unnlnch rg adhercn.e t. tra
dtuon. Rabbi Eliez.r was un

willlns ro ac.ede to lhe
majorit, vL.w wherc hk oM
rieqs vrerc b.sed on lra
dition lhdecd Rabbr Eliez.as
.onducr g...rared so mlch
knsion amon8 ih. Sages lhar
his own brother li law, Rab
ban camri.l evenrlally .r
.ommunicaied hln, to Ple
Fnr .onlovers] frcm p.o
lileranng 1his bai was lned
only alter Rabbl Eliez./s

Al rhe sag.s of the n.xt
Seneration wcE Rabbi Eli-
ezer's nrd.nc Mon prom
inenr anong rhen war Rabbi
Akiva Fabbr Ericzer's son,
Hlrcahus. sas ako . sae.

TMNSLANON AND COMMENTARY

nowed. The Sages said to him: 'Proof cannot b€

Drought froln a chann€l of water enher. '?Rabbi Eliezer

rh€n said ro r'" sages lf rhe Halakhah is in

LITERAL TRANSLANON

backward. They said to him: on€ do€s not bdng
prooi from a ch3nnel oa water. ':He then said to
rhem: 1f the Lralakhah is in accordance with ne, iet
the walls ol lhe House of study prove litl The wallsaccordance with m€,let the walls

of the House of srudy Prove it.'
The walts of thc House ot studY

th€n Iean€d and were about to
fall. lRabbi Y€hoshua. one ol
Rabbi Eliezer's chief opponents

among lhe sages, rcbuled the

falling walls. sayirg lo th€m: 1f
Talmudjc scholars argue with
one anorhq in their dis.ussions

about lhe Halakhah, what affair
is it ofyou6?'aThe walls didnot
fall down, out of respect for
Rabbi Yehoshua, nor did they
straighten, out of respec! for
Rabb' Eli€z€., and indeed those

walls still remain leaning to this

day. 5Rabbi Eli€zer then said to
ih€ sae€s: lf rhe rialakhah is in
accordance with n€, let it bc

prov€d directly from Heaven.'

'suddenly a heavenly voice

w€nt fonh and said ro lhe Sagesl

Why are you disputing with
Rabbi Eliezer? The Halakhah is in
accordance with him in all cir-

cumstances!'TRabbi Yeloshua rose to his feet and quoled a Portion of a verse (Deuteronomy 30 l2), saynEl

'The Torah is nor in heav€n!"'

was nevdrheles raken seriously by the Rabbist froh then original decision. which was binding tbecause il

of the House ofSiudy leaned ro
rlt rr)r$' .tril''ltn{t ElDir fa rRabbi y€hoshua rebuked

t-rl3x)3 il'x't lrxrlh lrx, Lhem. landl sard lo lhem lf

D!< , birt 'lbxr '1rn .,tr;Eir TdlnLd c 5"ges drBJ" srth one

nrf !)f') ,'nlhi i'r)?ir snar ana s rr otio-rs,.r

'9nil tUn .,rnr:ir Ul'rFil -whar is your naturel? 4rh€y

t]iu rvr, -9rl'9 ir.t-rEi.t nrr a:d nor fal out of r'spe(' ror

'1. - Rabbr \ehoshua: but 'hey did
EX' rtr,.:l? 'rE$ ,yqlil: r!'l not srraishren, out or r€spect

ng i'll ErnyJ4 tr'n?ll'-r:D?D ior Rabbi Eliezer, and they srill

? Effru ;.th Enx ,i.lftn! nt reman leaning. He then s"rd
i' . . . ;' l- i - ro Lher'" rhe'lalaLhah rs.n

'f't 7, \'t':) rlEh ,175) x7' dLcorddnLe wrth m€. ler rt be
irl:? '-lPn ,:r!PJ xrr,!!gi;rl proved fiom Heaven,6A theav

UIE l?]yf .rrv'9x ':l 5u enrvl vorce wenr rotth and said

Dx, iD ? rn$r rr!' .r'r?ryt ,:ii ?l:L"J;:TliTjl-fll
ElDVir In ,rn1n? ;r:?n i. .n ac(o.danr e h .n nrm

ttP nf Dxvl' .tn':ir everywhere? 7Rabbi Yehoshua

''!t 
'yX 

Elt ;1b, : iltDx.l rose ro his leet and said: rr is
hor ln heave" -)f! tnrh! i'rf )i.lu -]lv'7x

.";n'a oui;: ni;,inp i,ijr ty yqt;rl 'r'r 
.rDv'l ?'Dipp

NOTES
the rjShreous in cvery Senerarion, jusi as He djd jn Bibli.al retused lo ac.ePl n) R bberu N,ssiD 6ao. susgesE rhal
times for the Prophers. Accordingly, God demo.strated His since lhe heavenly voice declared rhat the Halakhah is in
agrecment wjlh Rabbi Eliezcfs vi€w bJ peliorhinS lhese accordance Mth Rabbi Eliezer @erywiele" wilhout
wondeB {se R4bbeno ,and..l and RaDb"ru l/ism 6do.) specitcallyhenrioningrhecaseolih€'ovenofAkhnai, rhe

Rdbbcnu Hahanel, howevet maintaiG that these hiracles sag.s ielt that this case hjght be an exception. Moreov€r,
did nol adua[y occur Ra$er, they t@k place in a dream the h.avenly rcice might havc been a divine anem ro test

wihessed by one ol Rabbi Eliezeis conr€mpora es (which the Rabbis, to sec whether they colld be induc.d to deuate

rhc commentators su€gest various explanations as to was amved at by najolny rul€)
why Rabbi ElEzer app.aled to a carob tr.c. ro a stream ol Rabbi shlomo Molt-\a claims th the disputed oven was

water and to the walls of lhe House oi study ro prove thar indeed ntually p!re, as Rabbi Eli€zer had s!id. But the

he was coii€ct (see Mah4rs,la and othe6) Robbi shlono Rabbis declared it impure, so as ro prevent.onflsion wth
Molkho explains rhar these ilems slmbolized the varjous oth€r t)!es olovens which ale susc.ptible to itual impuliry
€iemcnts of which the world is composed according to aU opjnioc The sages ruling rhus co6tituted
91P n: nrjxl A he.venly volce went fonh. The a "protective measurc" intcnded to prcvent jnadverlent

commentators attenpt to erplain how the hea!€nly vojce violation of the law
could b€ w.on8 (as shom by th€ fact thal the Rabbis

xln DDgt x9 lt is not in heaven. "rhe Torah sraEs of and wonde6, declarin8 that 6od sent him lo introduce new

itself Ir is not in heavcr, and forn here we lealn that a laws or cancel exjsting ones, or to suggest novcl Halakni.
prophct is not authorizcd to introducc new laB which do inlerPretaiont he is a false prophet " Gdnbrd, Sel€.

not appear in the Torah. Even ifa propher peraomed sjgns HaMado, Hilkhot vesadei HaTatah 91.)
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TRANSLqTION ANO COMMENTARY

xji:l EtErt! Nt ,x! rThe c€mara interrupts rhe
Baraita and asks for a clanncation: What did Rabbi
Yehoshua mean when he quoled the scipiural verse

LITERAL TRANSLA']1ON
rwhar does "it is noi iir heaven" Imeanll

'zRabbi Yirmeyah said: That the Torah was aheady

8r\e_ or Mounr 5na landl wedo.otpoya re-rron
to a theavenlyl voice, for You akeady wrore in lheihat "the Torah ls not in heav.."?

iT4-rl 'I lDrS '?R bbi
Yinheyah said in reply: since
God already 8av. th. Torah to
the Jewish people on Mount
sinai, wc no longer pay attention
to heavenly voiccs that atlempt
to intew€ne in maiters of
Halak-hah. For You, God. aheady

w'rote in th€ Torah at Mount
sinai (Exodus 23:21. 'Aner th€
maJonty to lncllne." From this
verse we 1€arn that Halakhic
d'sputes musl be resolved by
majority vote ol the Rabbis.
cod could not contradicr His

own decision to allow Torah
questions !o be decided by ftee

debate and majority vote
rn:lI? iDl '11 ;'r'l])qrs

rthe cemara r€lales thar gen-
erations later Rabbi Natan ner
the Prophet Eliah. (several ol
the Talmudic Sages had visions

),Xril trr;1t t Nr" rXE,

ll) r+?V : irlF']l '!t'l rD$z
llr5 lx ,rlrD tirlJ nlilr
rlpu/ ,tti7 nfl f nr)rrh
i'lD{" r ;'Iltn! r1'D rnl !1ln!

."r'LtDt tr'lr
,1nl?ri? lf) ''rpn?irx3
x9'rp .luy rxh" ri:rit 'rD$

?"xfyr4 xl nr xrir T_r?
:rDl$l T:F x?" : i:l't rD$4

.",:lt lllnyl .rlf lltnvl,
t? lX r:i'l tri'li irlx, :trp$,
rty:ly r51 ri:p'Vi nlrfp
rlry DFt,r ,\ri{} Er!'lq/r

fh rn' r !-rDlsr6 .r;fif'l:r
'lt D;r? rDg? :,iyrrt'l
xpq ,;lt4 rrx' : x}i7y

,! 6rr D'D ,nr

.r':rj orcltr

Torah at Mount Sinair 'Afte. the
majority !o incline "
'Rabbi Nalan mer Eliiah tandl
said !o him: "whar did the Holy
One, bless€d be He, do at thal
time?" {He said to him, "He
smiled and said: [Iy sons have
defeated Me*riuy sons have

They sad That day rhey
brought all the obiects ihat
Rabbi Eliezer had declared .it
uallypure and burned lhem in a
iire, and ihey vot€d (lit., were
counled) :bout him and they
excommunicared (lit., blessed')
him.6And theysaid: who witlgo
and inform him? TRabbi Akiva
sajd ro ihem: I will go lest

RAST]I

rtyrlx r:r'rirruur ntriru 9:
n irtn n!6!, lr'iii nilr r')!

)rD r$, nbrr19 n)trE ,!)rrir rr'r,
blh,tnt ,)r!',t ,j) Otntgl ,Dl)i! lit)

51p n: a h.a"."ry ,"i...
rhe Hebrew exp.essioi em-
proled hcrc (9]P 

':r 
hls two

diileftnt meatungs (l) An
r.ho lLiE.a|ly. tt n) meais
daughkr oa a v.i.e ) and

lz) a heavenry vone, ie, a
qoasi prophetic voice whi.h a
pe6on heau u rhm himserr
al$ough h. percen?s it as
coming ftoh ourside hrmseLl
Hea.ing such a -heavenly

voi.e {as regardedas a ry?e

or .evelarion. alb.it of l6scr
danry and lb..e than a.luaL
prophecy. Henc. the .xprcs
sion tp n) because su.h a
vor.e i5 an "echo' of tru.

x.':r E,E!t,! x9 n is not rn
heav.n Even lhough ir is
erpljcjrly lolbidd.n ro d.viar.
tom Torah law iand i.decd.
a prophet who advo.ales the
ab..galon ol rorah lalv h
punshabl€ by death), th.
Tooh iEeli recoenized rhe
outsranding roiah s.hola6 or
.a.h gen.6non I rhe au

lh..tative interpreteE ol rhc
la$, and hcnce the cemaras

ol Elijah the Prophet, and discussed Halakhic
questions with him) Rabbi Natan asked Elijah abour
rhe debare berween Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbi

Yehoshua He said to him: 'what did lh€ Holy one, blessed be He, do at that time when Rabbi Yehoshua reiused
to heed the heavenly voice?" 4ln reply, Eliah said to Rabbi Natan: "God smiled and said: 'My sons have detealed
Mc, My sons have defeated Me!'" Godt sons "def€ated Him" wilh their argum€nts Rabbi Yehoshua was correcr
in his contention that a view confirmed by majonty vote must be acc€pted, even whe.e God Himself holds

lrnrs 5The Rabbis who .elared lhis story in rhe Baraila continued and said:'That day, Rabbi Eli€zer would
not accept the Sages'decision They, therefore, decided to make a public demonstration oltheii decision. They

brought all the foodstuffs that had been prepared in an Akhnaioven and which Rabbi Eliezer had declared rjtually
pur€, and bumed lh€m in a n.e, to show that Rabbi Eliezer's position was rejecled by the Halakhah Afterwa.ds
they met and look a vote and excommunicated Rabbi Eliezer (blessed'her€ is a euphemism for 'ex-
communicatedl for refusing to accepl the majority vi€w'The Baraita conlinues to desc be the conse-
quences ol this momentous aci. Even thoLrgh lhe Sages thought they wer€ juslified, they could expect Rabbi

Eliezer to be sorely offended. rhey wished to mitigate th€ anguish he would leel as much as possible, in view
oi the gravily of hurting the leelings ol another person (lt is because oi lhis s€ction of the Baraita that this
story is related here.)t'The Sages !aid: who Mllgo and i.fo.m Rabbi Eliezer rhat he has been excommunicat€d?

'Rabbi Akjva said to ih€n: 1 will go, sin.e I am his studenr and I will intorm him in the most tacllul

NOTES
ili i]rnYr My sns have defeated M.. The commentatoB Rabbi ElEz€r such ostracism b.ing lhe standard penalty lor
attempt to explain why cod smiled whcn His sons deleated pcople who treated oher scholars djsrespccttuJly A person
Him Some authoritiE .xplain that cod oas happy be.au* Glracized in this manner was not permitted to wear l€ther
th€ sag.s, by retusing to accept the healenly voice, ammed shoes or cut his hair, and othe!peopLe were requjred lo ke€p
their b€lief in the .temily ot the To.ah, demonsradng rhat at leasi four @bits away lrom him
even a propher is nor authoized to alter Torah laws (see Rdmbd. and other conmentab.s, however explain thar
,Rdnbdm s intloduction to Misftneh torai). a noc sevcre q?e orban, he.eD "excommunication -
rnrs-ltr lhey ex.ommwi@red lnn. R6Ii dplains that a was pronounced against Rabbi Eliezer unllke ilddul, neleh
ba^ al niddui - ostracism - was pronounced against entails a Prohibition against doing blsiness wilh the
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manner possible, lest som€one else who is unsuitable

will go and inform him in a rude, insulting mannel

and as a resut! Rabbi Eliezer will become so an8ry

that he will cause the enure world to be destroycd in

div'ne retribution for the an

guish caused him.' rwhat did

R2hbi Aldra do in order to in-
torm Rabbi Eliezer? 'He dressed

in black gaments and MaPPed

himself in black, and sat b€fore

Rabbi Eliezer at a dislance of
four cubits, since it h Prohibited
!o stand or sit within lour

cubib of a person who has

been excommunicat€d rRabbi

Eliezer said to Rabbi Akiva

'Ahva, what is the difie.ence

betw€€n loday and yest€rday?

Why are you acling so slrangelY

today dressing in black and

siujnS ar a distance ftom 
'1e?lRabbi Akiva said to Rabbi

Eliezer, 'My teacher, i seems to
me $at your coll€agtres ar€

stalng away ftom you.' h this

way Rabbi Akiva delicalely

informed Rabbi Eliezer that
he had been excommunicated

'Rabbi Eliezer understood the

message, so he loo rent his

gments and took oft his shoes

as a siSn ol mourning, and h€

slipp€d dom rrom his chat
and sat on th€ Eround like a

mourner. 6Rabbj Eliezeis eyes

sir4hed wirh tea6 0f shame

,iyr_]nr n) xlxqr E'l$ itl
tr?ryl 9? n{ r,-rilD xyx)]
?xt,i?y rt't irqv irn' .'itlr
q9yr.r.ll ,E'-rtnP \tl?'
Plnt''1) rrl5, )qrll ,o' 'rtntPr!'r tb rD$' .rl)!ts vl'lls
Dir i'rD ,xl,i?y, rrly'?t"(
,r!.1, :i' rDlsi :,E'DtrD
Eltrt Er_tu!\1l rt itnrtF)
1'.lir y'ti? xlir rlx' .'lEE
9y :r4ll uBlll:r ,t'?y;n yht
.niy?:l l)ry uh6 .yizriz rll
,tr1n,r! uirtuj ro!tv; ni2!'
ui,rpl ,Etpnl \t,ry1

lx :Er-rFtx rr'_ra .b'-'rivv'l
,,n5p irqils ''rrrqt Py]

hix) ;rl tt'r] lf" : xtlr'
tr ltli Eiirp l;;rz ,ni';
rl{1,'.rlrv) 11y'fs ,11 t':'v
,i1l59l x+ r'rll tx'!F] Il)
.tvrp! Stun: t'?Y rnv
irr i'xu r5 ;'rD1'r13f,' :'lDl:'
1r 'rllt'tll 'I I'rPl x?$
t'tl't ty rEv'' .'Dlli?rri'r

LITERr{L TRANSLAT'ON

someone who is unsuitable will go and iniorm h'm.
and as a resull he w'll destroy the entire wond.
jwhat did Rabbi Akiva do? :He dressed in black

tgarmentsl and wrapped himself tn black, and sai
before him at a distance ollour
cubirs rRabbi Eliezer said ro
him: Akiva, ,,{'hat is Ithe dii
ler€nce betweenl today and any

other day (11t. wha! is one day

fiom two days)? lHe said io
him Rabbi. it seems to me iha!

lvoud colleagues are siaing
away from you. 'He too. renr

hjs garmenis and took off his

shoes, and he slipped down
and sat on lhe ground uHis

eyes slrcamed lvith tears iThe

world was smitten one third of
the olives. and one-lhird ol the

$rh€a!, and one third of the

barley sAnd some say lthat]
even the dough in a womanb

elA Tannaj taught: "There was

a great calamity on that day, ior
every place upon which Rabbi

El'ezer laid his eyes was burnt

'oAnd Rabban camliel, too. u'as

coming on a ship, landl a wave

.ose up against him to drown

him. !iHe said: It seems to me

that this is only because ol
Rabbi Eliezer ben Hlrcanus'
rrHe rose to his leet

and anguish tRabbi Eliezers anguish had immediate nDrw nrr! !ri7 xlil lx .)!61rlj l)! - !rln!, !tl5
consequences. The world was srnitten: one'third ol ,)t pn t!'r)r tlpi nttrnt - n'!lh Yln nltlt J"D

the oliv.s, one'tlurd of $e wheat, and one-third of lhe 1x Jp)1nt nlu .6p)i It - uEEn .lt,llr) l9P trlrt
barl€y were destroyed. shdeed, some say that even .wu u )rt ,lrt, 6v: lx'9nr pr 'rlnl itll = lnt
Ue dough in women's hands swell€d dnd spoled

44r erhe Cemara now quoles anothel Baraita that describes lhe .onsequences oi Rabbi Eliezefs

excommunication A Tanna taughr "Th€re was g€at divine wrath on the day Rabbi Eliezer w's excom

municated and a great calamity befelt the world, for whacver Rabbi Ellezs iaid his eyes upon was bumr

'onallan crnttiet, too, wes aifected; he was trav€ling on a ship, and a hug€ wave 
'ose 

over him lo drown him

As Nasi and head of the cenlral yeshivah at Yan€h Rabban camhel was the leading sage of th€ period

Therefore he was personally responsible lor the m€asures taken against Rabbi Eliezer. LLwhen Rabban Gamliel

realized that he was aboul to drown, he sid to himsell Ii seens to me that this can only be happening to

me b€calse of the anguish caused to Rabbi Euezer b€n Hl,rcanus'r'?Rabban Gamliel ros€ to his feel

NOIES

excommunicated person To bt sure peoPle were ordinaily €xplains that Rabbi Akila did this out of respcct ior Rabbi

notpur intoherfl unl€ss repealed ntdui Proved inefective Elieze. actin8 as if he, Rabbi Akjva had been ex-

But-Rabbi Eiiezer was ireaied esPecially stri.try. sin.e his communicated, .ather rhan his r€cher For the snm'

deliant auude bordeled on outnghl leb€llion a8ainn the reason Rabbr Akiva euphenistically said thar "it seems lo

sages. mc that vou coll€agues a'e staynS awav narn vou'" rarher

E'linq vr!? He drcased in black 8aments. Md,hdrsid than'haveexcommunicatedvou"
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and said: Master of thc Univ€rse, You how full we
that I did not excommunicate Rabbi Eliezer for ny
om personal honor, nor tor the honor of my hth..'s
house, tlath€r, Rabbi El'ezer was excommunicaied

LITER,{L TRANSLATION

and saidi Master of the Universe, it is revealed and
known belor€ You that I did not do lthisl for my

lownJ honor, nor did I do litl lor the hono. oa my
iathefs house, bu! for Yow honor, so that

io! Your honor, because it is conlrove6ies will not multiply
essenriar rhar no indrviduar. It+ ,tr?iy ,Ut i:11-r' 'rBgl in rsrael irhe sea resred ftom
great d" ce mav be. sholo 'rt::9 Xbu' t'tl9 yrl'r :t5 trrdrh-
rer(t d decrsron reacned bv . - ' --- --.-. '. il -. :: ')lmma Sna,om. RaoDi lhezFi 5. xtx n't ,t.ttf7 t{7].rl.]'u.ryth- nJonty so lhat contro- - -- ' = ;'' ; ': ' == wiie wrs Rabb.. u"ml.e s

ve6i.s will nol muloply in X7V-t ,l'Ilf)? X7R ,'nrUy rs'e( From (hal rncrdent on.
rsuel. swayed by Rabban nl, .,tx'lPl+ nlpltr:rD tl'tl ward she did nor let Rabbi
cdmliels e\plandr,on the *a ."lBy.In n,i.t cheTer fall on hs fa,e 'one
then rested ftom its wrath. ., ' '- day it was th€ New Moon and

o15q NE'x Trhe cemara 'll1 lnrl'l'l ,E17lt R}]'x' she mlstook a tuIl lmontht ior
.ontrnues with one rlnalsrory in 9X'!El llfl ntnnx ,llyrtx a shon one.'some say, n poor
'''a on to Fabbr Lhe/er's p/. tt'Xt ;.liryt: Xti.t;.l):. .ixti.t pF'son (ame and qrood ar rhe

communrcalon whrcn cun - -; doo'. ,d1dl \he brought ort
recrs rre ,cr,a€rr to rne o,r ':'l) irr? ;r?lq' nln X? brcad ror t-im 'st-e rou-d h T
hrbrrion aga,nsr ueftat onaah .il'gls ty 5l'B? rtV'ff rallen on his iace. {andtshe said
hma shalon, Rabbi Eliezer's .;.tli.I Nn.T Ur.t Xb11 Xt nl to him: "Risel You have killed
wite. was also R:bban camliets ; mv brother. Mean\^hile Lhe' 'lt]nt RtD lra it ntnlxliisrer. From this incrdent '' sou'd of a Lorn care iio.1
Rabbi Etiezets excommunica- Xlly XfS '-'lllx'l N!'Xr Rabban camt€ts house thar he

lion - onward, she would not ;,r'lt XpiSN ,XllX '$i?l had ded. 3He said to her

ler Rabbi Eli.'€r fal'on his la(€ 9y gl:r n,nn:Ux. .Xn$r -lrom whrre drd you know'
shen he recrted hrs prayers = ==' ; '= ' 'she sd.d ro hm I 5ave

or w"etddls. ir i< c-.omc-y !Eli7" :;:rr7 |IEX ;Tt9;X
to re€ile supplicatory p.aye,s, Pll ,'),llx' .^lS? n'?U? MsHr
.ated ra.tils on on". fa.-- 9xr9nr rtr nitn X..t:l!)t ,'D' lilc - hlprlnh r1r! x5v
Imma Shalom dd nor dllow her ',' - : Er5E xr.!r. .lrrrn !, l')i] r-r.:1
hL-ba, a (o '-.1e ,hese praye., X)D" :;l? tp{" )lllP:l :r,:o - .onl nbr 1r .rrc p
lesr he pray for drvine as :ll" :;T') n'lDS' ?"ny'!l orD ,rJpt )DD !?Dn 6n'! n n
sistance lo overcome the trag .r')t ,, ltDn or'r Jrtt 6tr ,o'tjt
edy lhat had befallen him, and Rabban camliel, her or'J B $nD ii} ,tD6r o'!)! or te ,rP iJ! ,6t, inr
brother. mlght be punished aone day, lmma shalom .ltt !! )tn O'!j!
lhought that it was the day ol lhe N€w Moon (Rosh

aodes,rr), the llrst day ol lhe monlh according to the lunar calendar, when these supphcatory players are

not recited lmma shalom thereiore assumed that her husband ltould not recite this prayer on that day,

and did not take care ro keep him from "tauing on his face Bu! in lact lmma shalom had erred in her

calculations, and she mistook a tuU month for a shon on€ fte moon takes about twenly nine and a hall
days to revolv€ a.ound the earth Accordingly, some monihs (calted "shorl or "defeclive" months) a.e

twenty nine days long, while orhers (called 'full' monlhs) are lhirly days long Imma shalom thought that
the preceding nonth had been sho.r (i.e, only twenty-nine da)s long). lvhen in iacl it was "iull" (thirty days

long) Thus, the day tha! she thoueht was Rosh Hod€sh was really the last day ol !h€ prenous month, when

it was customary to offer special supplications 5some say that the incident happened in a slightly dilTerent

manner, A poor person came and stood al th€ door, and hma Shalom brought out bread fol him, as a result

of which she was t€mporarily disr.acted. 6For whichever reason, she was d'stra€ted and she found Rabbi

Eliezer fall€n on his face in praye. she sald to him: "Rise! You hav€ killed my broth€r." She was celtain that

Rabban Camliel had died, since she assumed that Rabbi Eliezer had given expression to the Pa'n he lelt
because of his excommunication, and that this had l€d lo divine retribution against Rabban camhel
/Meanwhile, as Imma shalom was ralking to her husband, the sound of a hom came ftom P.abban camliel's

hous€ and an announcement was made connrming the lact that he had di€d. sRabbi Eliezer said to hma
shalom: "How rlid you know rhat Rabban Camliel had died?" 'She said to him: '1 have the following

br99' xD'x lm-, shalom
(r . "vo!h.r sharod J rm
m: B apparenily an hononti.
iirlr rpplled ro distingukhed
kohen eirhe. b{ruse o,
rhetr age or lh.tr pers.naL
s.arls uke orher women
riom impodant rrmrr.3. rm
ma shalor was lea..ed and
m other pla.es as w.lr shc
apons the teactungs ol her

i,rx 9y 
'i'pt 

ro rall on
his tace Fal,ng .. onei
ficr' s a. ad oI pnvat.
pEyer .onsElng or sup
plkatidns d reqo.ss ft
. ed f.llowins rhc Erghre.n
sencdntLons in the slna
gogue. and ir 6 .Lso pa .l
the senre on rasr days
During ra mld'r nmes pcople

rcrually u*d ro prostrat.
lh.nscves io fa lon ttur
f..cs - on rhe ,lmr At
tenvr.ds be.ame rhc P.J.
ricc to pcdorm rhis a.rion
syhboli.ally by pla.ing on.\
head on ones hrnd Tod:)'
th's prat.r 6 kno,n as
Trhddu. Quili supplL
.alon ) and has a $andnrd
rbm. the ha'n ponDi or
whi.hEapasraqerrom

x)err, i7!i rh. sound of
a hom cam€ rn r"lmudi.
nmcs r pe6lds death lvas
an^ounccd by a blai .r
rh. shofar, so lhat ev.ryone
would bc inrom.d n advan.e
oa rh. Iuneral ri vas P.nic
ularLy necessary ro announ.e
lh. dealh ofthe Nasi bc.ruse
dlrhe gr.ar hono. Mrh whi.h
h. was .cga.dcd. and 3v

dryon€ had ro take pan 
'n

239



598 BAVA METZIA tt,ul

TRANSI,ATION AND COITIMENTARY LITERAL TRANSLATION

ld nixPn soncon€
don33 . conved as
enara rndtrales here

dal prohibti.n aPplics

ion$n8 and opP.es

onrec I'n addition Io
€rc leneEl Prohihitjon

oppressjng any Jev)
rhough convens are

ier.d full oed8ed le6.
,l laws appl-v ro rhem

conle s cannor look to
frmfi* for suppon (and

rlly dep.nd.nr lpon ood
a4 dcy are horc sen
. Io insllt and hen.e
need specral porecri.n

I to sp..ial priul€6
: rhcy willing! chose lo

t? r x+li ttg n!!n rltlpn
'lqtip yrn D'9yr tr'-ty{1

.";1$ltx
'lli'l nX i'lix):i'l" illf,T lln'
1v;11b;1 ,|11! V'!tl rliY

."D:)Pil r:ty
''}n):tr ? i'l)x)? x;q 'xD.
,"nltn xt r)t" : frx? irtlttt
x9 ,n?nx+ rl lrl$ rlrl 'f'1"
nx r/tx :Dil't N9"l ,"inN t:in
tntDy" !t?t rl.ti ,,tnlhlr
nryhq ,'4; ty1i9s ?xr;l
x9 ru" ,"uv6!r-r xtr" "l'nl,";'rvr) 19 irl;rf x!"t ,"Vl?l

r xrn lf;l rl1"

who oppresses him violates

':why is someone who rrongs

la con!€rtl dlferenr? rl's itl
b€cause three prohibi!ions are
wrjttenr 'And a stranger you

shall not {rong, "And if ihe

stranger dwells with you jn

]our land, you shall not wrong

him. and You shall not wrong
cach man his f€llow' iand a

convert is included in "his

fello\\r." sltl he oppr€sses him.
too. three lprohibitjonsl are

wriuen: And ),ou shall nol
oppr€ss hjm," "And a stranger
yo! shall nol oppress." and
"You shall not b€ to him as a

usurer," tand a convert is

tradition fion rny grandfathers house: All the heavenly lhis tradition irom my Srandlath€as house All the

gates are locked ex.ept for the gaies through which gates are locked except lor the gates ofotd?n."
prayers concerning ona'ah pass And since Rabbi rour Rabbis taught: "Someone who wrongs a

Eliezer had been the victim of verbal o, d'd,rr, his wife .onvert violales three p.ohibiljons, and someone

was cerlain that his prayers

would b€ answered

lll'l t:t1 'The cemara now
presents another Barajla which
elaborates on the prohibi

tion againsl verbal orddh: Our

Rabbis raught "Someone who

wongs a conven by ve.bal

ona?h violal€s thrc. prohi-

bitions, and someone who op-
presses hln in financial malters
violates two prohibitions "

nl{4 Nlq'xE'The cemara
chall€nges the distinction made

in lhis Baraila why is someone

who verbally wonSs a conver!

treaied ditrerently - more se-

verely - lhan someone who
oppr€sses him llnancially? rIs

it b€cause ihr€e p.ohibiuons
were Mitten in connection wiih
som€one who vefbalry wrongs a stranger (un- RASHI

derslood in this context as a convert), namely (l) onr,nt'n o6'!t tJi,nDtlrn 56 t'J, - xlx rf| nt!'a

"Anda strangeryou shaU no! wong" (Exodus 2:2) (2) ,DP1 ,li'i, rln )!tt'D! _ ixnx Dtlrb Yrn .irt D,rt
"And ila strang.r dwells with you in your land, you = tynltir .btrt ni5nh - rri nx n$tn }rtt t')lii
shall not $rong hin" (Lluiicus 19:33) And (3) 'You ,trn r:un) rptrt! ,6N Ji' - nuDr r5 ;urn x5 .rtnrr
shall not wlon& each nan his fellow" (Leviljcus 25:17) ,'rtlh xl r ,xnhr ;rrr :tn!1 nlxb LrD rxra :PD) Di

- (he verse quoted at thc beginning of ihe rour: jj>r rrr - 'rntnv nx urr rrrn x9r" ,"nrx rttn l5'
discussion, above 58b, which prohibrts causing tl" ,"TilD f) )rv' - nrr lrni Nntn thr rvnr5 . irn
anguish to any fellowJew aNow. a convenis included ."ntl)t r) n'llD 6)-1 ,-DJDln

in the category of a f€llow Jew. lherefore, this verse

also proh'bils causing anguish to conve s. !But, algues the Gemara, the same should also apPly to a person

who oppress€s a conve frnancially! Here. too, three prohibiiions are violated For there ar€ also three

prohibirions written about oppressing a conven, namely: {l) "And you shan not opPress hin" lExodrs 2212),

the continuation of the ll$t verse cited above, which prohjbjts causjng anguish (2) "And a stranger you shall

not opFess" (Exodus 23:9). And (3) 'aou shall not b€ to him as a usurer" (Exodus 22i24), whlch prohibits

forcing a ,ew to take desperate measures to repay a debl that he is not in a position to repay 6now, a conven

is included in this prohibition whjch, once again, applies to all Jewsl Thus, it would appear lhal a person who

oppress€s a convert finan€ially violates three prohibitjons, and not jusl two, as slated in the Earaital

NOTES

x?x r:{ n'r)r From ny grandaarh.rl hous.. Rdslt and nlsllx -UliD fn Exc€Pt for $e gales of ond'dl Elen

Tosdlor explain rhar hna shalom was refernng to her lhough the sages who excomnunicated Rabbi Eliezer we.c

descenr froh rhe royal Holse of David Rih" obserues thal apparendy iusuned in doins so they wele punished bccause

the reierence may b€ to Rabban Shinon ben Gamliel the they hurt his ied[ngs and caused him unne.cssary distress

fi6t, whose teachings were not 50 tell known as those ol lRobbr Ya'akav En.lcnl
other membeE ol thc dl4asty

ri,l nrllx wton8in8 a convcrt, "one nust be especrall] Torah explicnly foibids thE on nan) o.casions" 6nr/irn
carelul nor to hurr a conven either b), woufding him wnh Atukh, Hoshen ntishpdt 22a2l
unkjnd words or by delraudine him frna.cially, since lhe
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